CONSENT TO PARTICIPATE IN RESEARCH
Impact evaluation of the Targeted Social Assistance (TSA) in Georgia

Introduction 
My name is Tinatin Baum. I am Social and Economic Policy Specialist at UNICEF. This letter is to inform you that we are evaluating the Targeted Social Assistance (TSA) program currently implemented by the Government. The evaluation includes a survey to assess the possible impacts of the TSA program on individuals and families welfare. This information is crucial to understand how the TSA affects households and to propose to the Georgian Government some changes in the Program aiming to increase your welfare.  

Procedures
We want to ask you to participate in this survey. If you agree to answer it, you will be asked about some household characteristics, including the household income, expenditure and some information about your children. Please bear in mind that your study data will be confidential and used only for the evaluation purposes. If results from this study are published or presented, individual names and other personally identifiable information will not be used. 
To minimise the confidentiality risks, we will do the following: 
· The data will be collected anonymously. We will not maintain a link between your identity and the research data. 
· Your research records, including the information about your poverty score assessment and the benefits you receive from the TSA, will be stored in a secured building. 
· Only the evaluation team will have access to the information collected. Neither UNICEF nor the Georgian government will have direct access to this information.
· Your personal information may be given out if required by law. We will keep your study data as confidential as possible, unless there is certain information that we must report for legal or ethical reasons, such as child abuse, elder abuse, or intent to hurt yourself or others. 
· The anonymised research data will be maintained for possible use in future research by myself or others. I will retain this data for up to 20 years after the study is over. The same measures described above will be taken to protect the confidentiality of this study data.
Rights 
Participation in the survey is completely voluntary. The survey includes questions about your income and expenditures and your children, including health and schooling. If you have children from 15 to 18, we will ask them some questions about what do they expect to do in the future. If there are pregnant women in the household, we will ask them some health-related questions. 
You have the right to decline to participate or to withdraw at any point in this survey without penalty or loss of benefits to which you are otherwise entitled. 
Finally, you will not be compensated for your participation in this study and will not be charged for any of the study activities. 

Questions and complaints
If you have any questions or concerns about this study, you may contact the UNICEF team at EMAIL@unicef.org.  If you have any questions or concerns about your rights and treatment as a research subject, you may contact the office of Econometría for the Protection of Human Subjects, at Phone Number or clatorre@econometria.com. 

Consent 
You have been given a copy of this consent form to keep. If you wish to participate in this study, please sign and date below. 
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_______________ 
Participant's Name (please print) 

_______________ 
Date 
_______________ 
Participant's Signature Date 


Are the any children from 15 to 18 years old in this household?   YES ___ NO ___
If the answer is YES
If you agree that the children from 15 to 18 years old in this household participate in this survey, please sign and date below.
_______________ 
Participant's Name (please print) 

_______________ 
Date 
_______________ 
Participant's Signature Date 




_______________ 
Person Obtaining Consent 
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_______________ 
Date 
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