Online University Study Supporter Pre-Analysis Plan:
Basic Design:
Students at the online university are recruited to participate in the study and asked to name one friend or family member with whom they communicate regularly, but with whom they do not live.  They are told that this “Supporter” may be contacted throughout the course and asked to inquire about the course and to encourage you.  The program was offered in two rounds of two different courses that did not run simultaneously. They are then randomly assigned to one of two conditions:
· Supporter condition
· Control condition
Primary Hypotheses:
Our primary hypotheses depend on us being able to successfully communicate with Supporters.  For this reason we will look separately at students based on the quality and extent of the Supporter contact information they provided.  Below is the rank order of the information that students provided that we predict to be most treatment responsive.  We will examine students who, for their Supporter:
Provided both valid phone number and valid email address
Only provided valid phone number
Only provided valid email address

H1: Among those who named a Study Supporter with whom they do not live, those in the Supporter condition will be more likely to “pass” the course compared to those in Control condition
We will define “pass” as students who have earned a letter grade of A, B, C, or D.
We will define not living together as: the person is not listed as wife, husband, spouse, partner , or roommate.
We will use a logit regression with course and round fixed effects. We also will control for student’s gender, age, and whether the student has a friend currently enrolled at the university, and the Study Supporter’s education level. 

H2: Those who named someone with whom they do not live will show a larger effect of being in the Supporter condition (compared to the control condition) on “passing” the course than those who named someone with whom they do live.  
We will define “pass” as students who have earned a letter grade of A, B, C, or D.
We will define not living together as: the person is not listed as wife, husband, spouse, partner , or roommate.
We will use a logit regression with course and round fixed effects. We also will control for student’s gender, age, and whether the student has a friend currently enrolled at the university, and the Study Supporter’s education level. 
This will be tested using an interaction term 2 (Live together: yes, no) X 2 (Condition: Supporter, Control)

H3: Among those who named a Study Supporter with whom they do not live, those in the Supporter condition will be more likely to re-enroll in a course at the university in the subsequent term compared to those in Control condition
We will define not living together as: the person is not listed as wife, husband, spouse, partner, roommate. 
We will use a logit regression with course and round fixed effects. We also will control for student’s gender, age, and whether the student has a friend currently enrolled at the university, and the Study Supporter’s education level. 
This will be tested using an interaction term 2 (Live together: yes, no) X 2 (Condition: Supporter, Control).

H4: Those who named someone with whom they do not live will show a larger effect of being in the Supporter condition (compared to the control condition) on re-enrolling in a course at the university in the subsequent terms  compared to those who named someone with whom they do live.  
We will define not living together as: the person is not listed as wife, husband, spouse, partner, or roommate.
[bookmark: _GoBack]We will use a logit regression with course and round fixed effects. We also will control for student’s gender, age, and whether the student has a friend currently enrolled at the university, and the Study Supporter’s education level. 
This will be tested using an interaction term 2 (Live together: yes, no) X 2 (Condition: Supporter, Control).
Exclusion Criteria:
We will only include in analyses students who meet the following criteria:
· We can match data from their opt-in survey with course performance data
· Entered at least one valid form of contact for their Supporters (valid email address, valid phone number).  
· We will use an email verification system to test the validity of the email addresses. If the email address is not valid we will analyze the student-supporter dyad accordingly.
· We will see if the phone number provided is a valid cell phone number.  If it is not valid we will analyze the student-supporter dyad accordingly.


