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[bookmark: study-overview]1. Study overview
This study uses a representative telephone survey of adult women living in urban areas of Burkina Faso to document experiences and perceptions of sexual corruption in interactions with public officials and to examine whether information about the prevalence of sexual corruption affects women’s economic and migration-related intentions.
The study has two components. First, we estimate the prevalence of sexual corruption and examine how prevalence varies across public services and related dimensions of respondents’ experiences and perceptions. Second, we implement a randomized information experiment in which respondents are randomly assigned to receive either objective information about the prevalence of sexual corruption among women in Burkina Faso or neutral demographic information. We examine the causal effects of this information on entrepreneurial motivation and intentions to migrate internationally.
The analysis described below will be conducted according to the pre-specified outcomes and procedures described in this document.
[bookmark: research-questions-and-hypotheses]2. Research questions and hypotheses
[bookmark: X8da7d25e3d151233e2184b16c5f05768ea645c4]Research question 1: Prevalence of sexual corruption
We will estimate:
1. the perceived prevalence of sexual corruption;
1. the prevalence of experiences with sexual corruption among people known to respondents; and
1. the prevalence of respondents’ own experiences with sexual corruption, with and without using the randomized privacy-protection procedure described below.
We will also describe the prevalence of sexual corruption across different public-service contexts.
These analyses are descriptive and aim to make a methodological contribution to the sexual corruption literature, by contrasting the reported incidence across different question framings and levels of privacy protection; they are not hypothesis tests.
[bookmark: Xd62043c207e547ef7fb00a26fff3b8d69c28c3e]Research question 2: Entrepreneurial motivation
Hypothesis 1: Providing women with information about the prevalence of sexual corruption reduces their motivation to become entrepreneurs.
The underlying theory of change is that knowledge about the prevalence of sexual corruption makes women more aware of the potential risks and harms of starting a business, and therefore increasing the perceived costs of entrepreneurship. This is a first causal test of an association between sexual corruption and decreased entrepreneurship activity that emerged in recent research in Burkina Faso (Aja-Eke et al, 2026). 
The confirmatory outcome is an index of entrepreneurial motivation constructed from four survey items.
[bookmark: Xe18e1393b4c8bbfbb1e4a5403b5999a19829519]Research question 3: International migration
Hypothesis 2: Providing women with information about the prevalence of sexual corruption increases their intention to migrate internationally.
The underlying theory of change is that knowledge about the prevalence of sexual corruption in Burkina Faso increases the relative value of the outside option. 
The confirmatory outcome is respondents’ stated consideration of moving to another country to live.
[bookmark: exploratory-research-questions]Exploratory research questions
We will additionally explore whether the information treatment affects:
· international migration planning and preparation;
· domestic migration intentions and preparation;
These analyses are explicitly exploratory and will not be treated as confirmatory tests of the study hypotheses.
[bookmark: survey-population-and-sampling]3. Survey population and sampling
The study surveys women living in urban areas of Burkina Faso. Respondents are recruited through random-digit telephone dialing.
Eligibility and survey participation follow the procedures specified in the survey instrument. Respondents are urban women aged 18 and above.  
The questionnaire collects information on respondent characteristics including age, marital status, education, household composition, household income, employment and business activity, city of residence, and other socioeconomic characteristics. 
[bookmark: experimental-design]Sampling weights were only used to ensure representativity at the GSM market telephone operators’ shares. This is unlikely to affect the representativity of the sample of adult urban women.  We will therefore not weigh estimates in the primary descriptive prevalence analysis.
For the randomized experiment, the treatment effects will be estimated without weighting. 
4. Experimental design
The survey opens with a module on demographic and economic characteristics, followed by a module including questions concerning experiences and perceptions of sexual corruption. Thereafter, respondents are randomly assigned with equal probability to one of two information conditions.
Randomization is at the individual respondent level, with approximately 50% of respondents assigned to each condition.
[bookmark: treatment-condition]Treatment condition
Treatment respondents receive the following information:
“A recently conducted survey in the 2 biggest cities in Burkina Faso found that 14 out of 100 women have experienced situations in which a public official says that they will give a government benefit (such as access to services or resources that they are entitled to, quicker service, approval of documents, a job or promotion , or avoiding a fine or imprisonment) in exchange for sexual favours such as sexual activity, inappropriate touching, exposing body parts, or posing for sexual photos.”
The treatment therefore provides information about the prevalence of sexual corruption among women.
[bookmark: control-condition]Control condition
Control respondents receive neutral demographic information:
“51.7% of Burkina Faso’s population is made up of women.”
The control information also contains the data source (Burkina Faso Census 2019: RGPH5 (2019), Chiffres clés des résultats définitifs).
The estimand is therefore the causal effect of receiving information about the prevalence of sexual corruption relative to receiving neutral demographic information. We do not interpret the experiment as identifying the effect of information relative to no information.
An open comprehension question is administered following the information statement. Respondents who do not understand the information are given the information again. Comprehension will not be used to define the primary analysis sample.
The primary analysis will therefore be a treatment effect analysis based on randomized assignment.
[bookmark: primary-estimands]5. Primary estimands
For each confirmatory outcome (Y), the primary estimand is the average treatment effect:

where  (1) denotes the potential outcome if respondent (i) receives the sexual-corruption information and  (0) denotes the potential outcome if she receives the control information.
The primary coefficient of interest is therefore the difference in mean outcomes between treatment and control groups.

[bookmark: Xf16e808210923f11c375f05050f8e4f079cac1b]6. Descriptive analysis of sexual corruption
[bookmark: perceived-prevalence]6.1 Perceived prevalence
Perceived prevalence will be measured using Question 206, which asks respondents how often they think situations involving sexual favours demanded by public officials occur in the country. Responses range from “Never” to “Very Often”, with separate responses for “Prefer not to say” and “Don’t know”.
We will report the distribution across all substantive response categories. We will not interpret this measure as an estimate of actual prevalence.
[bookmark: experiences-known-to-respondents]6.2 Experiences known to respondents
Question 207 asks respondents how often an official has implied that a government benefit would be granted in exchange for sexual favours in experiences involving people they know. Responses range from “Never” to “Very Often”.
We will report the distribution of these responses descriptively. Where sufficient observations are available, we will additionally report the gender of the person involved and the public-service contexts associated with these experiences.
[bookmark: X1e5eceee8980778a702effba76fef82bd3953fd]6.3 Own experience: privacy-protected estimate
The survey uses a randomized privacy-protection procedure for the sensitive experience question. The questionnaire explicitly informs 50% of respondents that some responses will be randomly changed before analysis so that their individual response cannot be linked with certainty to their true answer.
For a randomly selected 50% of respondents, responses are garbled as follows:
· if the true response indicates an experience of sexual corruption — Rarely, Sometimes, Often or Very Often — it is recorded as “Never” with probability 0.10;
· if the true response is “Never”, it is recorded as one of the four non-Never categories with probability 0.10, with the particular category selected at random.
Let (=1) indicate that respondent (i)’s true answer is one of Rarely/Sometimes/Often/Very Often, and (*=1) indicate that the recorded response is one of these four categories.
Among respondents assigned to garbling,
 P(*=1)=0.9p+0.1(1-p) 
where p=P(=1). 
Therefore,
p̂ = (* − 0.10) / 0.80
This estimator will be used to recover the prevalence of underlying experiences from the privacy-protected responses.
We will report:
1. the raw observed prevalence among respondents subject to garbling;
1. the estimated underlying prevalence obtained by inverting the known garbling mechanism; and
1. the corresponding estimate among respondents not subject to garbling as a descriptive comparison.
The primary prevalence estimate will be the prevalence recovered from the randomized privacy-protection procedure.
Because the sensitive question asks about respondents’ own experiences or experiences of people they know, the resulting measure will be described accurately as the prevalence of reported own/known experiences captured by the question, rather than automatically interpreted as an exclusively personal-experience measure.
[bookmark: public-service-contexts]6.4 Public-service contexts
Among respondents reporting relevant experiences, we will describe the public-service contexts in which sexual corruption occurred. These include, among others, tax administration, education, obtaining medicine or medical care, obtaining an international passport, government documents or permits, and agriculture.
For each service, we will report the proportion of respondents for whom that service is identified as a context of sexual-corruption experience.
Given that some service-specific outcomes may be relatively rare, these analyses will be treated as descriptive. We will not pre-specify pairwise significance tests across services.
[bookmark: X245c92e3252d483045c0d676d80cd98ea4d2d0a]7. Confirmatory outcome 1: entrepreneurial motivation
Entrepreneurial motivation is measured using four statements, each rated from 1 (“Strongly disagree”) to 7 (“Strongly agree”):
1. “I am ready to do anything to be an entrepreneur.”
1. “My professional goal is to become an entrepreneur.”
1. “I will make every effort to start and run my own firm.”
1. “I am determined to create a business venture in the futur[e].”
The four items are recorded as in Questions 214a through 214d.
The primary entrepreneurial motivation index will be the arithmetic mean of these four items, standardized mean 0 and standard deviation 1 relative to the control group mean. 
Higher values indicate greater entrepreneurial motivation.
If an individual is missing one of the four items, the index will be calculated using the available items provided that at least two of the four items are observed. If fewer than two items are observed, the index will be coded as missing.
As a robustness check, we will estimate treatment effects separately for each of the four component items. These component analyses are secondary and will not replace the pre-specified index as the primary outcome.
[bookmark: Xa3322d7943763acfb6fc5969cfc52bc69b7bb0e]8. Confirmatory outcome 2: international migration intention
International migration intention is measured using mod2_q215, which asks:
“How much, if at all, have you considered moving to another country to live?”
Responses are coded:
· 0 = Not at all
· 1 = A little bit
· 2 = Somewhat
· 3 = A lot.
This variable is the primary outcome for Hypothesis 2.
Higher values indicate stronger consideration of international migration.
We will estimate the treatment effect using the variable in its original 0–3 metric. Because the outcome has four ordered categories, the primary specification will nevertheless treat it as a cardinal outcome in the same way as the pre-specified scale; an ordered-response specification will be reported as a robustness check.
The follow-up Question 216, concerning the amount of planning or preparation undertaken to move internationally, is only asked to respondents who report some consideration of international migration.
It will therefore not be incorporated into the primary migration-intention outcome, since doing so would introduce a structurally selected component. It will instead be analysed as a secondary exploratory outcome.

[bookmark: exploratory-outcomes]9. Exploratory outcomes
[bookmark: international-migration-preparation]9.1 International migration preparation
Among respondents reporting some consideration of international migration, Question 216 measures the extent of planning or preparation:
1. no specific plans or preparations;
1. planning to move in the next year or two but not yet preparing;
1. currently making preparations, such as obtaining a visa.
Treatment effects on binary measures defined as some plans / no plans and concrete plans / no concrete plans will be reported as exploratory.
[bookmark: domestic-migration]9.2 Domestic migration
Question 216b measures consideration of moving to another city or village within Burkina Faso on the same 0–3 scale as international migration intention. Question 216c, asked conditional on non-zero domestic migration consideration, measures planning or preparation.
[bookmark: psychological-support-seeking]These outcomes will be analyzed exploratorily in a similar way to the international migration questions.
[bookmark: X578b7b233adeba0ef3c44da68762407400aaeb9]10. Statistical analysis of treatment effects
[bookmark: primary-specification]10.1 Primary specification
For each of the two primary outcomes, we will estimate:


where (=1) indicates assignment to the sexual-corruption information treatment and (=0) indicates assignment to the control condition.
The coefficient () estimates the ATE.
Because treatment is randomly assigned with probability 0.5, this specification identifies the causal effect of treatment assignment without requiring adjustment for observed characteristics.
[bookmark: covariate-adjusted-specification]10.2 Covariate-adjusted specification
We will also estimate:
where () consists exclusively of characteristics measured before treatment assignment.
Pre-treatment covariates may include:
· age;
· marital status;
· education;
· city of residence;
· household characteristics;
· household income;
· employment and business status; and
· other pre-treatment socioeconomic characteristics collected in the survey.
The covariate-adjusted specification is intended to improve precision and is not required for identification. We will provide balance checks by treatment group and garbling assignment subsamples. 
We will not include variables measured after the information treatment as covariates in the primary treatment-effect specifications.
[bookmark: standard-errors]10.3 Standard errors
Heteroskedasticity-robust standard errors will be used.
[bookmark: X3a4da5d70da1cd98b01e5c2417d99b76920a35c]11. Direction of hypotheses and statistical tests
The hypotheses are directional:
· Hypothesis 1 predicts a negative treatment effect on entrepreneurial motivation.
· Hypothesis 2 predicts a positive treatment effect on international migration intention.
We will report two-sided 95% confidence intervals for all treatment effects. The pre-specified directional hypotheses will be evaluated using the corresponding one-sided tests, while two-sided confidence intervals will provide a common presentation of effect uncertainty.
The principal confirmatory inference concerns the two primary outcomes.
[bookmark: multiple-hypothesis-testing]12. Multiple-hypothesis testing
There are two confirmatory hypotheses and two corresponding primary outcomes.
We will control the family-wise error rate across these two confirmatory tests using the Holm step-down procedure at the 5% level.
No adjustment will be used to convert exploratory outcomes into confirmatory tests. 
[bookmark: treatment-effect-heterogeneity]13. Treatment-effect heterogeneity
Heterogeneity analyses will be considered secondary/exploratory.
We will examine whether treatment effects differ by pre-treatment characteristics that are substantively motivated by the study, including where sample size permits:
· prior exposure to sexual corruption
· prior business experience
· prior migration experience or migration-related characteristics;
· age
· marital status
· education
· household economic status
· city of residence

We will also analyze the treatment effects by the subsample that received information about privacy procedure methods (garbling) and the subsample that did not have garbled responses. 
For a pre-specified moderator (), the model will take the form:

The coefficient () captures differential treatment effects across the moderator.
Continuous moderators will be standardized where appropriate for interpretation. Heterogeneity results will be interpreted cautiously considering limited statistical power.

[bookmark: balance-and-randomization-checks]14. Balance and randomization checks
We will examine whether treatment and control groups (and garbling and non-garbling subsamples) are balanced on pre-treatment respondent characteristics.
We will report treatment-control differences for the principal baseline characteristics, including age, marital status, education, city and key socioeconomic characteristics.
These balance tests will be descriptive diagnostics only. We will not condition the primary analysis sample on passing balance tests.  Statistically significant balance differences will not be interpreted as evidence against randomization, but will be controlled for in the regressions.

[bookmark: missing-data-and-attrition]15. Missing data and attrition
The primary ITT analysis will include all randomized respondents for whom the relevant primary outcome is observed.
We will not exclude respondents from the treatment group because they failed the comprehension check, nor will we exclude respondents based on their response to other post-treatment questions.
For each primary outcome, we will report the proportion of randomized respondents for whom the outcome is observed in each treatment arm.
If missingness in a primary outcome differs materially between treatment arms, we will report this as a potential limitation and conduct appropriate sensitivity analyses.
For the entrepreneurial motivation index, the index will be calculated when at least three of the four component items are observed.
Responses coded as “Prefer not to say”, “Don’t know”, or “Not applicable” will be treated as missing for the relevant substantive outcome rather than as numerical response values.

[bookmark: survey-weights]16. Survey weights
Sampling weights were only used to ensure representativity at the GSM market telephone operators’ shares. This is unlikely to affect the representativity of the sample of adult urban women.  We will therefore not weigh estimates in the primary descriptive prevalence analysis.
For the randomized experiment, the treatment effects will be estimated without weighting. 
If further information about the use of weights emerges, the final choice will be documented based on the final sampling-weight documentation available before analysis.

[bookmark: robustness-analyses]17. Robustness analyses
The following analyses will be treated as robustness or secondary analyses rather than replacing the primary specifications.
[bookmark: entrepreneurial-motivation]Entrepreneurial motivation
We will:
· estimate effects on each of the four component items separately;
· examine whether conclusions are sensitive to alternative treatment of missing component items; and
· where appropriate, estimate standardized versions of the component outcomes.
[bookmark: international-migration]International migration
We will:
· estimate the effect on this question using the original 0–3 scale;
· estimate an ordered-response model as a robustness check;
· separately examine international migration preparation among respondents for whom that outcome is observed.
[bookmark: treatment-comprehension]Treatment comprehension
We will report the proportion of respondents in each treatment arm judged by the interviewer to have understood the information.
This will be descriptive. We will not replace the treatment effect estimates with an estimate restricted to respondents who understood the treatment, since comprehension is measured after treatment assignment.

[bookmark: interpretation-of-the-treatment]18. Interpretation of the treatment
The treatment effect should be interpreted as the effect of receiving information about the prevalence of sexual corruption relative to receiving neutral demographic information.
The experiment does not by itself identify whether any effect operates through updated beliefs about prevalence, increased salience of sexual corruption, changes in perceived personal risk, changes in expectations about public institutions, or other psychological or behavioural mechanisms.
The study therefore does not require a particular mechanism for the treatment effect to be interpreted causally.
[bookmark: X6d77739c90709c86b1116279f7533735cca39be]19. Exploratory mechanism and descriptive analyses
Beyond the confirmatory outcomes, we will explore whether treatment assignment is associated with:
· perceived prevalence of sexual corruption;
· perceived or known experiences;
· attitudes toward sexual corruption;
· international and domestic migration preparation;
· psychological distress;
These analyses will be labelled exploratory.
Where treatment effects are estimated on multiple related exploratory outcomes, we will report the individual estimates and confidence intervals rather than selecting outcomes based on statistical significance.
[bookmark: deviations-from-the-pre-analysis-plan]20. Deviations from the pre-analysis plan
Any deviations from this pre-analysis plan made after access to the outcome data will be explicitly identified and justified in the resulting paper or analysis report.
Changes that are required because of data-quality problems, programming errors, unexpected coding issues, or violations of the stated analysis assumptions will be documented transparently.
[bookmark: summary-of-confirmatory-analyses]No outcome will be promoted from exploratory to confirmatory status after observing treatment effects.
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