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The aim of this study is to determine if migrants and their spouses strategically misreport information to each other. I will analyze the extent of information asymmetry between spouses at baseline. To measure strategic misreporting, I will conduct a randomized intervention where I will experimentally vary whether information reported by one spouse is observable to the other. Any differential reporting between treatment and control groups will be caused by spousal observability. Finally I will analyze if making information observable to spouses affects the household’s subsequent decisions.

Sample and Data
Study participants are married migrant workers from the Philippines living and working in Dubai, United Arab Emirates (UAE) and their spouses in the Philippines. 
The study sample is drawn from a larger pool of Filipino migrant workers in Dubai who were recruited for a separate study on the remittance behavior of migrant workers. For the main pool, participants were enrolled through face-to-face intercepts in locations frequented by Filipino workers in Dubai and a baseline survey was also administered at that time. 
From this pool, all Filipino migrant workers who were married and their spouse was living in the Philippines were invited to take part in this study. Subsequently the spouses of these migrant workers were also invited to take part in the study.
Baseline survey
A face-to-face baseline survey was administered to all migrants at the time of enrollment into the main pool. The survey collected baseline characteristics of study participants and their households in the Philippines. I will use the data from this baseline survey to assign treatment, test for balance between treatment and control groups, test for differential take-up of the intervention and control for baseline characteristics in regression analysis.
Intervention
All participants will be invited to take part in an information sharing activity – the intervention. The activity will be marketed as a tool to improve awareness about the experience of Filipino migrant workers in the UAE and their household’s in the Philippines. 
I will collect information from participants about their income, expenses, employment and living conditions; with the migrant reporting their information in the UAE and the spouse reporting theirs in the Philippines. The activity will be carried out over the phone separately by each spouse.
Participants will be randomized into a treatment and control group. In the control group participants will be informed that at the completion of the study both migrants and their spouses will receive information about the migration experience in the form of summary statistics of the collected information. In the treatment group, participants will be informed that in addition to the summary statistics, the individual responses of the migrant and their spouse will also be shared with each other.
Participants will know their treatment status when the information is being collected i.e. they will know whether or not their responses will be observable to their spouse. If migrants and their spouses strategically misreport information to each other, we should see differences in the information reported between the treatment and the control group. 
Endline survey
I will conduct a follow up phone survey with both migrants and their spouses three months after the intervention, to see if the information revealed through the exercise has caused any changes in household spending, remittances and information asymmetry.

Randomization
Simple random assignment will be done at the couple level with no stratification. At baseline, all couples that will be invited to participate in the study will be randomized into the treatment or control group by a computer program. Half the sample will be assigned to treatment group and the other half to the control group. Participants will be told their treatment status after they have agreed to participate in the study but before they are asked to report their information. Participants will not be informed that randomization is at the couple level (they share their treatment status with their spouse) and they will not be told their spouses treatment status. 

Primary Outcomes and Hypothesis
I am interested in whether reported information by migrants and their spouses is statistically different when they know that the information will be shared with each other.
Hypothesis 1: Migrants strategically misreport information to their spouses
Hypothesis 2: Spouses strategically misreport information to migrants
The primary outcomes are reported finances; income, expenditures, savings and debt, and satisfaction with the levels of each of these measures. 
The outcomes will be measured through self-reported responses of each participant. Income, expenditures and savings will be reported at a monthly level, while debt will be reported as total current debt including loans and credit card debt. Migrants in the UAE will be asked to report the financial variables in UAE Dirhams while spouses in the Philippines will be asked to report in Philippine Pesos.
As financial measures may be noisy I will also asked respondents to report levels of satisfaction with their finances. Each of the satisfaction variables will be a based on the following five point satisfaction scale - very satisfied, satisfied, neither satisfied nor dissatisfied, dissatisfied and very dissatisfied.
Secondary Outcomes: In addition secondary outcomes I plan to analyze include reported working and living conditions. Working conditions will be measured through number of hours worked per day and days worked per week. Living conditions will be measured through the number of people a respondent shares a room or house with.

Statistical Analysis
Balance Checks 
After the sample has been randomized into treatment and control group, I will test the groups for balance across baseline characteristics. This will be done by statistically testing for the equality of means of baseline characteristics across the groups. The balance checks will include, but may not be limited to, the following characteristics:
Reported by migrant
· Indicator: respondent is female
· Indicator: respondent has children
· Number of Children
· Age in years
· Year first arrived in UAE
· Year last visited spouse 
· Indicator: visits spouse yearly
· Indicator: spouse lives with their own parents
· Indicator: spouse lives on their own 

Differential Take-up 
Another important consideration is if and how those who agree to participate in the study differ from those who do not choose to participate. Using baseline survey data which will be available for all migrants invited to participate in the study I will analyze how those who participate differ from those who do not. This will be also be done by statistically testing for the equality of means of baseline characteristics across the groups. The take-up analysis will include the same characteristics that will be tested in the balance tests listed before.
Estimation Strategy 
Randomization ensures that observations are similar on average across treatment conditions, so the simple comparison of means across treatments establishes impacts. Impacts will be assessed for the treatment group against the control group in a regression context. I will report robust (heteroskedasticity-consistent) standard errors.
To analyze the impact of the labelling treatments I will estimate the following regression equation on the sample using OLS
Yi = a + b1Treat1i + b2Xi + ei
The constant term is the value of the dependent variable for the control group, while ei is a mean-zero error term. The Treati, variable is a dummy indicating assignment to the treatment group. The coefficients b1 provides the impact of the treatment. Xi is a vector of baseline (pre-treatment) characteristics. The list of control variables will be identical to the list of variables listed under “balance tests” above. 
I will be estimating a local average treatment (LATE) effects of the intervention. For the LATE analysis the treatment variables will represent the participation in the information sharing activity.
Heterogeneity analyses 
I will also investigate heterogeneity of the treatment effect in the context of Hypothesis 1 and 2 including but not limited to the variables listed below. I will estimate the regression equation specified in the empirical strategy, adding an interaction term for pre-treatment variables to determine which characteristics yield a differential effect. 
· Indicator(s): Only migrant participated, only spouse participated in study
· Indicator: Information asymmetry between migrant and spouse is above median at baseline
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Indicator: respondent is female
· Indicator: respondent has children
· Indicator: Year first arrived in UAE is above median
· Indicator: Year last visited spouse is above median 
· Indicator: migrant instructs spouse or participates in decisions over how to use remittances 
· Indicator: migrant wishes had more control over how the recipient uses remittances 
 
