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1. Introduction and context
On March 15th, 2020, Chile reached phase 4 of COVID-19. As a consequence, the Chilean government commanded the closing of all schools and universities in the country until further notice, starting on March 16th. The closing of schools came after 7 days of the start of the academic year. During March 2020, some of the schools that were severely affected by the social unrest the country experienced since October 18th 2020, were about to resume the previous academic year (see Supplementary note No.1).  

2. Implications for implementation
Following the schedule of the implementation of the experimental design, our intervention was expected to end on December 13th, 2019. As of today, we have been able to complete the program in 14 out 15 schools, and to administer the second-wave survey in 13 out 15 control schools. Because of the social unrest, the 2019 academic year was not finished in the 3 remaining schools, and the program activities were scheduled on March 16-18, 2020. Unfortunately, the mandatory closing of schools prevented us from administering the remaining activities. We contacted the principals of the schools, and they will allow us to finalize the program as soon as the academic activity is resumed. This activity will include a summary lecture, followed by the closing activity and the ex-post survey in the remaining treated school, and the administration of the ex-post survey in the remaining 2 control schools.  

3. Implications for data analysis
To date, we have not conducted any exploratory analysis of the ex-post data that has been collected, the data has actually not been digitized yet. The research team will not analyze anything until all data has been collected.

Because the social unrest in Chile, coupled with the sanitary crisis worldwide may undermine the environmental preferences of individuals, it is potentially important to control for the potential effects of these shocks on both children and parents’ behavior in the econometric analysis. We do hypothesize that the potential negative effects of these two shocks will be larger for parents, compared with children. An explanation for that is the increasing levels of stress that adults experience as a consequence of the uncertainty in their surroundings, in addition to the fear of both becoming sick and experiencing economic/wellbeing/human losses (e.g., unemployment, loss of assets, food/medicine shortages, etc.).  Consequently, the estimated ATE will be regarded as a lower-bound effect of the intervention. To address the potential effects of these shocks on the behavior of children and parents, we propose including two set of dummy variables. The first dummy variable will control for schools where the closing activity took place before the shocks (i.e., 2/15 schools). This will be done by adding an interaction term post*treated*closing. We do expect a positive interaction term. The second dummy variable will account for the schools that completed the lessons embedded in the program before the shocks took place (i.e., 9/15 schools). This will be done by adding an interaction term post*treated*lecturing. We do expect a positive interaction term, but with lower in magnitude compared with the previous interaction term.

Alternatively, we propose conducting robustness checks by removing both treated and control schools closing the program before the start of the shocks (i.e., 2 treated and 1 control schools, respectively). This strategy is based on the assumption that both treated and control schools have been equally affected by the shocks. We propose following a similar strategy to account for the effects of a late closing of the intervention (i.e., schools finishing in early march due to early ending of the academic year). Other situations that may occur after the submission of this document will be addressed by conducting an exploratory analysis.  

4. References and links

· https://www.cnnchile.com/coronavirus/minuto-a-minuto-domingo-covid-19-chile_20200315/
· https://home.kpmg/xx/en/home/insights/2020/03/flash-alert-2020-074.html 
· https://www.gob.cl/noticias/220-nuevos-casos-de-contagio-en-chile-y-se-extiende-la-suspension-de-clases-por-todo-el-mes-de-abril/
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